Dear Supporter,
The last quarter of a year has gone in a flash, Harvest time has come and gone and Christmas is
just round the corner. For those of you that receive our monthly e-news, via MailChimp, some
items of news might be repeated in this letter, but we are very keen for no one to miss out.
Our
has seen a bumper Harvest this year. We finished the session
with a grand total of 36 churches, 23 schools, 7 supermarkets, 5 banks, and 2 local businesses
collecting for us. We are overwhelmed by the total of 6.6 tonnes of food that has come through
our doors. On top of this 14 churches were able to change their Harvest collection to a financial
donation, which will go towards the running costs of the

.

We will get to hand out this food over the next few months and well into next year. Clients visiting
"We're so grateful for the City Mission
releasing Lloyd to help us by leading
our mid-week children's programme for
some of the year while we
were between staff appointments.

the
often tell us that it is not just about receiving a tin of beans, it is
also the start of a brand new chapter in life. This year a local mum came to us and we were able
to help her and her children through a time of crisis, and, as it turns out, much more.

“The Brighton Food Bank has helped me in so many ways. When I first started coming over a
year ago I was in a very bad place both mentally and emotionally. I was given a leaflet about
being special, that refers to God making and loving me. It was thanks to a woman at the Brighton
We’re thanking the Lord for what the City Food Bank that pointed me to St Peter’s Church, Safehaven Women, where I attended an
Mission do for the young and for those in Alpha Course, and this literally saved my life”.
their senior years in the city, as well as
for those with practical needs through Kelly, Brighton Food Bank Client
the food bank. It is wonderful to see local
schools engaging with the food bank too
: Luana Hall has been part of the City Mission since 2003 when she joined our
at this Harvest time.
Schools team. Luana has made the decision to leave us and, for now, the Life Stream team is
We appreciate the partnership we have coming to an end. She is taking some time out to rest and review her life. There are many ideas
with the City Mission as we seek to on the horizon for her future, including mission trips to Uganda and working on her next album;
reach this city in both word and deed writing music will be, in many ways, her chance to go back to her roots again. We are sorry if this
with the good news of Jesus Christ." is a surprise to you, as it was for us. Read more of the story:
http://www.bhcm.org.uk/news/goodbye-luana
David Treneer,
Senior Pastor,
Holland Road Baptist Church

“I have enjoyed every moment of my time working with the City Mission, I feel blessed to
have been part of it for 13 years.”
Luana Hall, Former Life Stream Team Leader

In September, we also said goodbye to our Fundraiser, Erica, who left us to get a full-time job.
We are very thankful for her and the year she gave to our City Mission.

Our Schools Work Training Days are now underway, and a good cross section of our target audience attended the first
day with the theme of: How? What? Why? Part-time, full-time, and voluntary schools workers and clergy all discussed and thought about
the many aspects of education, children’s development, and being prepared for schools work. The second training day in November was on:
Going Deeper, and informs how to let schools know what you do and gain more confidence and knowledge, leaving workers with more tools
to engage with schools.
Please find enclosed a flyer on the training. The City Mission is passionate about training and equipping the Church to reach the community
around us, and these Schools Work Training Days are one area in which we are keen to serve the church.
“This really needs to be advertised widely, lots more people should get the chance to be here”.
Schools Work Training Day Delegate

Bev and her team of volunteers have been very busy visiting 19 homes
in October with the story of Mary and Martha. We can spend our working lives being
like Martha. When we have more time, we can have the luxury of being more like Mary,
spending time with Jesus. Although being able to do less may be frustrating, we can
learn to see it as something positive. Jesus loved to spend time with his friends,
enjoying their company, this is the same today. Jesus died so we can have our sins
forgiven and have that close relationship with God now and in the life to come.
Residents often tell us they value our visits. This month a resident had her daughter
and son-in-law visiting her, they also stayed and joined us for the service.
“Our mother really values your visits, you do an amazing job, thank you. If I lived in the area, I would love to volunteer.”
Daughter of Resident

Fuel Aid is an amazing part of the
. It provides immediate relief to cover fuel costs for a short period of time, with
the aim of preventing long term debt. We do this by providing between one and three payments to clients’ payment keys/gas cards. Fuel aid
is only available to
clients, and is distributed at our team’s discretion. It is given, primarily, to families in extreme
crisis, who have to choose between feeding their children or heating their home. If you are in receipt of a state pension, you will receive
between £100 and £300, tax free, from our government in winter fuel payments. If you do not need to use this money to help towards your
own fuel payments, and are willing to pass it on to families in dire need, please read, complete, and send the enclosed leaflet back to us.
Last year we were able to help 45 individuals or families and handed out a total of £2295 as grants towards fuel costs.
As always we want to thank you for all your support over the year.

