
 

 



 

 

  

 

 

Dear Supporter, 

 

At the start of this year we held our annual Vision Day, where all of our staff, 

trustees, and volunteers meet together to hear about what is happening in the 

life of the mission. The picture on the front of this newsletter is from the day 

where we looked back over last year and set our eyes on this year. It was a 

great opportunity to eat, worship, pray, and have fellowship with one another. 

 

It is so incredible to start the year knowing that we are celebrating 170 years 

of Brighton and Hove City Mission. We are starting to plan our celebration and  

write the special addition anniversary yearbook, which involves us digging 

through our archives. We have come across so many stories of the 

faithfulness of God throughout our history that we hope to share with you over 

the coming year. 

 

The invitation to our 170th Birthday celebration will be coming through your 

door during March. We really hope that you can come along to celebrate with 

us on Saturday 8th June and  are  already starting to  think about family and 

friends that you could bring along with you.  

 

One thing that is clear, as we move forward, is that we need to build our 

individual supporter base, and we would love your help with this. In 

celebration of our 170th Birthday, we are appealing for 170 new active 

supporters to both give financially and commit to pray for us throughout our 

celebration year. These new supporters will not only contribute towards the 

work that we currently do in our Schools, Brighton Food Bank, and Rest 

Homes teams, but will be investing into future kingdom growth.  



 

 

We have enclosed a flyer for you to pass onto a member of your family or a 

friend, so that you can introduce them to the work that we do around our city. 

Or if you have picked up this newsletter in church and are finding out about us 

for the first time, please also take a look at the flyer pictured below and 

consider supporting us during our celebratory year. 

 

For more information, please visit: www.bhcm.org.uk/170appeal 



 

 

After their successful Christmas assembly run, 

our Schools team have begun preparation for 

their Easter Assembly. Our team aim to reveal 

the hope and excitement of the resurrection of 

Jesus through a sense of awe and wonder, 

engaging pupils and staff in an understanding of  

what Easter is really about.  

 

Halfway through the Spring term, we are sad to say 

goodbye to Kerry, our Schools Team Leader, as she 

moves on from her work with us. Kerry joined in 2015, 

and has spent over 3 years developing and growing our 

team. She has expanded our work into 30 Primary 

schools across the city and surrounding area, and 

introduced workshops that support schools within their 

RE syllabus and pupils through transitioning into 

Secondary school. We will miss her greatly, however we pray that she settles 

into the new role that God has for her where we know she will be a blessing. 



 

 



 

 MARCH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

31 

Bless 
Shedding-
dean Baptist 
as 
JULIIAN 
speaks on 
our work 

 

 
    1 

Thankful for  
the work of 
Brighton 
Food Bank 
being 
promoted in 
Waitrose, 
Brighton 

2 

Energy for 
our team as 
they serve 
those in our 
city over the 
Spring 
months 

3 
JULIAN 

Thankful for 
City Mission 
Movement 
UK 
leadership 
conference 
this week 

4 
BECKY 

Preparations 
for our 

go 

smoothly for 
a blessed 
time away 

5 

Thankful that 
food bank 
clients can 
meet 
Christians 
Against 
Poverty 
today 

6 

Bless those 
attending 
today’s  

training in 
Hove 

7 

Bless those 
attending 

 

this evening 

8 
LLOYD 

Jesus 
prepares the 
hearts of 
those 
hearing the 
Easter 
message in 
schools 

9 
NAIRNE 

Smooth 
running of 
the 
technology 
during 
school 
assemblies 
 

10 

Bless 
Smallfield 
EFC and St 
Francis as 
MIKE/ 
JULIIAN 
speak on our 
work 

11 

Bless Bev 
and those 
attending 
Just Listen 
training 
course today 
 

12 

All staff get 
to know 
Jesus and 
each other 
better on our 

13 

All staff 
experience 
fellowship 
with one 
another on 

our 

  

14 

Wisdom for 
our Trustees 
at today’s 

  

15 

Bless our 
Easter 
assembly in 
Aldrington 
School  

16 

Bless those 
attending 
today’s 

training  

17 

Thankful for 
all staff who 
gone before 
our current 
team to 
make BHCM 
what we are 
today 

18 

Bless our 
Easter 
assembly in 
Windlesham, 
Eastbrook, 
Benfield, and 
St Marks 
School 

19 

Bless our 
Easter 
assembly in 
Moules-
coomb 
School 

20 

Bless our 
Easter 
assembly in 
St 
Margaret’s  
School 

21 

Bless our 
Easter 
assembly in 
BHHS Junior 
and St 
Andrew’s 
School 

22 

Bless our 
Easter 
assembly in 
St Nicolas 
and St 
Mary’s 
School 

23 
MIKE 

Thankful for 
drivers that 
collect and 
deliver to the 
food bank 
 

24 
TONY 

Abundance 
of tinned 
meat, fish, 
fruit and 
vegetables 
for our food 
bank clients 

25 

Bless our 
Easter 
assembly in 
Patcham, 
Peter 
Gladwin, and 
St Peter’s 
school 

26 

Bless our 
Easter 
assembly in 
St Nicolas 
school 

27 

Thankful that 
all staff are 
being trained 
today in 
public 
speaking 
 

28 

Bless those 
attending 

 

event this 
evening  

29 

Thankful for  
the work of 
Brighton 
Food Bank 
being 
promoted in 
Asda, 
Hollingbury 

30 
HANNAH 

Clients will 
feel God’s 
loving 
presence as 
they enter 
the food 
bank 

 



 

 APRIL 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 

Bless Easter 
assembly in 
Southover 
and Iford and 
Kingston 
School 

2 

Thankful that 
food bank 
clients can 
meet 
Christians 
Against 
Poverty 
today

3 

Bless Easter 
assembly in 
Downs 
School 

4 
BEV 
Thankful for 
volunteers 
who enable 
our Rest 
Homes team 
to run 

5 
JULIAN 

Churches 
across 
Sussex to 
become 
supporting 
churches 
 

6 
BECKY 

170+ new 
active 
supporters 
giving and 
praying 
regularly 

7 
LLOYD 

Yearbook 
completed 
and printed 
ready to be 
sent to 
supporters, 
old and new 
 

8 

Rest and 
relaxation for 
pupils and 
staff during 
their Easter 
break 

9 
Bless 
Portslade 
URC as 
BECKY 
speaks on 
our work 

10 
NAIRNE 

Preparation 
of prayer 
spaces for 
schools goes 
smoothly for 
the Summer 
term 

11 
MIKE 

Thankful to 
those who 
give to our 
Fuel the 
Food Bank 
scheme to 
keep our 
clients warm 

12 
TONY 

Abundance 
of long-life 
whole milk 
for our food 
bank clients 
 

13 
HANNAH 

Divine peace 
for clients 
facing tough 
situations 
 

14 

Jesus to be 
amongst all 
churches in 
Brighton and 
Hove as they 
prepare their 
Easter 
services 
 
 

15 
BEV 

Easter 
service will 
have an 
impact on 
the hearts of 
rest homes 
residents 

16 
JULIAN 

Thankful for 
a refreshing 
and relaxing 
break last 
week 

17 
BECKY 

Preparation 
for the office 
to run 
efficiently 
whilst away 
on holiday 

18 
LLOYD 

Thankful for 
some time 
away from 
the office to 
be refreshed 
 

19 
‘…on that cross 
as Jesus died, 
the wrath of God 
was satisfied, 
for every sin on 
Him was laid 
Here in the 
death of Christ I 
live.’ 

20 
‘There in the 
ground His body 
lay, light of the 
world by 
darkness 
slain…’ 

21 
‘…up from the 
grave He rose 
again… 
sin’s curse has 
lost its grip on 
me…bought 
with the 
precious blood 
of Christ.’ 
 

22 
NAIRNE 

Pupils and 
staff will 
return to 
schools 
refreshed for 
the term 
ahead 

23 
MIKE 

Thankful for 
the helpers 
that come in 
to keep the 
food bank 
stocked 
 

24 

Bless Bev 
and those 
attending 
Just Listen 
training 
course today 
 

25 
TONY 

Abundance 
of instant 
coffee for our 
food bank 
clients 
 

26 

Thankful for  
the work of 
Brighton 
Food Bank 
being 
promoted in 
local stores 

27 
HANNAH 

Support from 
local 
businesses 
as we 
approach 
them to 
support us 
 

28 
BEV 
Thankful for 
newly 
appointed 
Rest Homes 
Team 
Member 
 
 
 

29 
JULIAN 

Wisdom for 
development 
and growth 
to serve our 
city better 

30 
BECKY 

People are 
inspired to 
join us for 
our 170th 
Birthday 
celebrations 
 

    

 



 

 MAY 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 

 1 
LLOYD 

Continued 
growth of 
supporters 
across social 
media 
networks 

2 
NAIRNE 

Schools will 
respond 
positively to 
Esteem 
workshops 

3 
MIKE 

Good health 
for our 
volunteers 
so they can 
serve our 
clients 

4 
TONY 

Abundance 
of jams and 
spreads for 
our food 
bank clients 

5 
HANNAH 

Physical 
healing for 
our food 
bank clients 
facing ill 
health 

6 
BEV 

Thankful for 
the love 
shown to the 
older 
generation 
by our 
volunteers 

7 
Thankful that 
food bank 
clients can 
meet 
Christians 
Against 
Poverty 
today 

8 
JULIAN 

Thankful for 
the 
leadership 
conference 
to be held in 
Brighton this 
week 

9 
BECKY 

170th 
Birthday 
celebrations 
will inspire 
people to 
support our 
work 

10 
LLOYD 

Revival 
across our 
city and the 
UK 
 

11 
NAIRNE 

Smooth 
planning of 
Summer 
changes 
assembly in 
schools 

12 
MIKE 

Thankful for 
the money 
provided to 
fund Start Up 
Home Packs 

13 
TONY 

An 
abundance 
of rice and 
noodles for 
our food 
bank clients 

14 
HANNAH 

Emotional 
healing for 
our food 
bank clients 
in crisis 

15 
BEV 

Thankful for 
openings 
into new rest 
homes so far 
this year 

16 
JULIAN 

Wisdom for 
leading 
BHCM well 
to better 
serve our 
city 

17 
BECKY 

Thankful for 
all those 
involved in 
our 170th 
Birthday 
celebrations 

18 
LLOYD 

Social media 
supporters 
will sign up 
to receive 
our 
newsletter 

19 
NAIRNE 

Ideas for 
prayer 
spaces in 
schools for 
the Autumn 
term 

20 
MIKE 

Break-
through for 
clients facing 
benefit 
appeals  

21 
TONY 

Abundance 
of shampoo, 
shower gel 
and 
deodorant 
for our food 
bank clients 

22 
Vision for the 
team leaders 
at today’s 

  

23 
HANNAH 

Products for 
food bank 
clients with 
specific 
dietary 
needs will be 
donated 

24 
BEV 

Smooth 
transitions 
into working 
in rest 
homes for 
new team 
member 

25 

Thankful our 
Schools 
team 
representing 
Open The 
Book at Big 
Church Day 
Out 

26 
JULIAN/BECKY 

New 
opportunities 
in Head 
Office to 
serve the 
Church 

27 
LLOYD/NAIRNE 

God’s 
leading for 
new ideas to 
reach 
schools 
across our 
city  

28 
MIKE/TONY/ 
HANNAH 

Clients will 
come to 
know Jesus  
and their 
lives are 
transformed 

29 
BEV 

Divinely 
lead, life 
changing 
conversation 
with rest 
homes 
residents  

30 

That we 
continue to 
serve the 
city, with the 
Church, for 
Christ 

31 

Thankful for  
the work of 
Brighton 
Food Bank 
being 
promoted in 
Waitrose, 
Brighton 

 

 



 

 

The demand on our food bank has increased 

greatly and we are now seeing an average of 75 

clients per week. We are working in God’s 

strength to give our clients the care that they 

deserve. Our volunteers practically demonstrate 

how adopting a Christian lifestyle can 

dramatically change the way you live by 

introducing our clients to prayer. Whilst we do not 

force the Gospel message on anyone, many clients are comforted when we 

offer to pray into their specific circumstances.  

 

Referral agencies are beginning to acknowledge that we are more than just a 

food bank as we support clients with toiletries, bedding, kitchen equipment, 

fuel payments, and signpost them to CAP and Money Advice Plus that can 

help them further. However, we do not underestimate the importance of food 

and are working to offer a wide range of items, including fresh fruit and 

vegetables, so our clients have a real choice. By offering our clients a choice  

in the food that they take home, we hope to rebuild their self-esteem by 

making them feel like they are in a shop, albeit one where the food is free. 

 

Once a month we promote our Brighton Food Bank in a local supermarket. We 

collect both food and money from customers either as they are entering or 

leaving the store. Recently, at one of our supermarket 

collection days a gentleman approached us and said: 

“here is a jar of Nescafe Gold, this is my favourite coffee, I 

would like someone at the food bank to have it”. Do you 

have a favourite food that our clients would enjoy? If you 

do and would like to donate to our food bank, or would just 

like a tour of our premises, please contact us on 01273 

695330 or at foodbank@bhcm.org.uk. Mike, our Food 

Bank Team Leader, would love to show you around! 



 

 

As a team, our main ministry has been delivering 

Christian services across Brighton and Hove. 

However, last year, we felt we were being called 

to be much more involved in the lives of the 

residents living in rest homes. By visiting homes 

in between services, we felt that we would 

become a familiar and trusted presence to both 

residents and staff and therefore have the 

opportunity to get to know the residents on a much deeper level. We began 

visiting a few rest homes on a more regular basis last year and it transformed 

our relationships with staff and residents. The opportunity to be in a rest home 

just to chat has enabled us to have deep conversations about faith with both 

residents and staff who would not normally come to the services, but have an 

interest in church. As our presence in the rest homes increases, people are 

getting to know us better and acknowledge us being there. In one home at 

Christmas, both the manager and deputy manager came out of their office to 

thank us for what we do for the home. 

 

The increase in activity in our team is very important as it enables us to bring 

the hope of Jesus to more people who are isolated and lonely and have little 

communication with the outside world. This year, we aim to expand our 

additional visits to many more homes across our city. We have been given 

funding to employ a second member of staff to make this happen and offer 

one-to-one befriending to residents on a much larger scale. The demand for 

this service is high. We have already been approached by several rest homes 

who, after hearing that we can visit on a more regular basis, have invited us in 

to spend more time with their residents. God is already opening doors and we 

thank Him for His provision of funding. Please join us in praying for the right 

person to join our Rest Homes team.  

 



 

 



 

 


